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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFTICX  OP  THK  ADJUTANT  OCNCNAk 
WASHINOTON.  D.C.  lOSIO 


AGAM-P  (M)(24  Jan  69)  J’  FOR  OT  UT  68A194  3  February  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational*  Report  -  Leatona  Learned,  Headquartera,  11th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1968  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  la  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15*  Evaluationa  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Inforaatlon  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Arvy  realises  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  Information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  Items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  Items  from  it  for  inclusion 
In  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  self-addressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report* 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 
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Major  General,  USA 
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SUBJECT: 


A  .  t  '  »  * 


Operational  lieport  or  the  11th  Gonibat  Aviation  Hftthlibh  ior 
Period  Ending  31  October  1968,  HCS  CSFOri-65  (Rl)  (U) 


SOI.  LISTRIBlTTIut- 


1.  (C)  Section  1 ,  Operations;  Significant  Activities. 

a.  (U)  lilseion.  During  the  reported  period  there  have  been  no  changes 
to  the  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion's  missions. 

b.  (U)  Or/^anization. 

(1)  During  the  reoorted  period  there  hc.ve  been  no  changes  in  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  however,  the  l62nd  Assault 
helicopter  Company  is  cur'ently  in  the  process  of  relocating  to  Dong  Tnm, 

ItVlJ  and  will  be  reassigned  to  the  214th  Combat  y.viatiun  Battalion  effec¬ 
tive  1  Aoveraber  1968. 

(2)  The  organization  of  the  11th  Coiu'oat  Avif.tion  IVttalion  at  the 
close  of  the  reported  period  is  attached  as  Inclosuro  1, 

c.  (U)  Command  and  Staff. 

(l)  Significant  changes  in  the  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  Coiimnnd 
and  Staff  structure  during  t1  is  reported  period  are  shown  below: 

COMit  VD 


(a)  On  1  October  1968,  LTC  Clarence  D.  VJilks,  075318,  replf  ced  LTC 
VJilliam  F.  Bauman,  068430,  as  Battalion  Comnitiid  er . 


STA.?F 

(b)  On  5  August  1968,  MAJ  John  P.  Ladd,  074322,  replaced  LTO  Clar¬ 
ence  D.  V/ilks,  07531^^#  as  Battalion  Jicecutive  Officer. 

(c)  On  19  August  1968,  li'ij  Augustus  D.  Scott,  05309773,  replaced 
OPT  KllLard  iJurke,  0F104383,  as  Battalion  Si, 

mmmm  at  s  yem  mteivais; 
NOASsm  Ann  12  yeais. 
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SUBJijCT;  UidiL  for  Perioc?  31  'Jct  68,  RCS  CSFori-65  (Kl)  (U) 

(d)  On  31  August  1968,  M/vJ  John  L.  C.mto11,  0587502,  replaced  MAJ 
Harold  t,  Gulley,  05310^3*  as  Battalion  S2. 

(e)  On  15  October  1968,  KAJ  Edward  C.  Robinson,  087335,  replaced 
CPT  Monte  h.  Veal,  OF 106860,  as  Battalion  SU. 

T1HIT  COMHiJDIltS 


(f)  On  11  September  1968,  CPT  Harold  J.  Hayes,  02283532,  replaced 
CPT  Donald  J,  Plohe;  O54O6141,  at  Cwiruncing  Officer  of  Headouarters 
and  Headouarters  Dotachi^nt . 

(g)  On  15  September  1968,  W.J  Donald  R.  Kelsey,  0530723A,  repL-'.ced 
M(.J  Wlillam  H,  Jsrvis,  0F106663,  as  Conmncing  Officer  of  the  128th 
Assault  helicopter  Company* 

(h)  On  30  September  1968,  M/;J  Ibirls  It.  Steensoii,  05310067,  replaced 
liAJ  Lee  C,  Smith,  083994,  .as  Comment^ing  ufficsr  of  the  173rd  Assault 
Helicopter  Company. 

(2)  The  cunent  Connand  and  Stftff  Structure  is  shovm  in  Inclosure  2. 

d,  (U)  Unit  Strengths. 

(1)  Military: 


Unit 

Officer 
Auth  OH 

WO 

AUth 

OH 

liJf 

Auth 

OH 

Total 
Auth  (W 

HHD  • 

2J 

23 

2 

4 

94 

162 

117 

189 

128th 

18 

18 

53 

43 

239 

182 

310 

243 

l62nd 

17 

16 

54 

43 

238 

190 

309 

249 

173rd 

17 

19 

54 

44 

238 

203 

309 

262 

213th 

14 

10 

26 

19 

228 

192 

268 

219 

nth  C/.B 

87 

86 

189 

153 

1Q37 

931 

1313 

1162 
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SUBJECT;  OFiLL  for  Period  jSnr  V.ig  3l  Oct  68,  hCS  cr  0  .-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(2)  Civilian; 


DAC 


VN 


3d  iir.tl 


Contractor 


Unit 

Arth 

OH 

Auth 

OH 

Auth 

Auth 

HHD 

0 

0 

11 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

128th 

0 

0 

12 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

l62nd 

0 

0 

11 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

173rd 

0 

0 

11 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

213th 

0 

0 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11th  CAB 

0 

0 

54 

42 

0 

0 

0 

0 

e.  (U)  Aircraft  Status.  See  Inclosure  3» 

f.  (U)  Operstional  Reailts.  See  Inclosure  4. 

g.  (U)  Employment.  The  11th  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion  was  engaged 
in  supporting  tactical  op<^rations  each  day  during  thu  entire  reported 
period.  Continuous  training  of  all  new  personnel  was  accomplished  by  the 
subordinate  units,  concurrently  with  tiiuir  normal  essi(»ned  missions. 

h.  (U)  Personnel.  Morale.  Discipline  end  Information. 

(l)  Personnel  Aocords,  The  volume  of  records  maintained  at  this 
headquarters  during  the  reported  period  totaled  1590,  Processing  totals 
were; 

In  Processed  Out  Processed 


Officer 

42 

57 

V» 

48 

57 

124 

283 

314 

Total 

373 

428 
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SUBJECT:  OhLL  for  Porloo  a.nd.ing  31  ->ct  68,  hCS  CSFOM-65  (Rl)  (U) 

(2)  Awards  and  Decorations.  The  following  awrrds  and  decorations 
wore  processed  throu^  this  headquarters  during  the  reported  period: 


Submitted 

Award 

Received 

19 

Distinguished  Plying  Cross 

12 

1 

Legion  of  Kerlt 

2 

0 

Bronze  Star  with  "V 

14 

59 

Bronze  Star 

47 

18 

Air  Medal  with  "V" 

10 

685 

.lir  Medal 

488 

0 

Army  Commendation  Medal  with'"V" 

10 

78 

Aimy  Ccmncndatlon  ^iedal 

75 

9 

Purple  Heart 

10 

i»  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1)  Physical  Security. 

(a)  An  additional  tower  has  been  constiucted  within  the  battalion's 
defensive  sector  of  the  Phu  Loi  Base  Camp  perimeter.  The  now  tower,  in 
conjuction  with  the  existing  tower,  permits  complete  day  and  night  obser¬ 
vation  of  the  battalion's  entire  sector  of  responsibility.  Jvich  towor  is 
equipped  with  FM  r'dio  and  land  line  conmunicotions,  search  light,  star- 
li|^t  scope,  binoculars,  M6O  machinegun,  azimuth  indicator,  Icnsatic  com¬ 
pass,  map,  and  hand  held  flares.  These  towers  are  used  as  control  cen¬ 
ters  for  the  battalion's  defensive  sector. 

(b)  Two  husch  flares  per  bunker  within  the  battalion's  defensive 
sector  have  been  installed  to  provide  emorgoncy  illumiaation.  The  flares 
arc  employed  on  each  side  of  a  bunker  and  as  near  the  t:  ctical  wire  as 
practical.  The  flares  are  sfind  begged  for  protection  rgainst  snwll  aims 
Hre  and  shell  fragmehts.  Each  flare  may  be  command  detoa-'ted  or  acti- 
vrted  throu^  a  trip  wire.  When  lilted,  this  husch  flcre  bums  for 
about  1  hour  illuminating  an  area  approximately  90  meters  in  diameter. 

(2)  Internal  security  -  A  thnio  row,  concertina  barbed  wire  fence 
with  moveable  road  ba.rrlers  has  been  erected,  encircling  the  batt  lion's 


4 

rAnrinruTiAi 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVGC-AC  13  November  1968 

SlIBJECTi  OliLL  for  Period  iindiiig  31  oct  68,  ItOS  CSFuR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

cAntoment  nnd  Aircraft  perking  froao,  to  impedu  possible  enemy  sapper 
attacks*  Defensive  bunkers  have  been  constructed  in  conjuction  with 
the  wire  fence  to  cover  by  fire  probable  enemy  ro-ites  of  advance  and 
witlidrawal.  Lach  hunker  is  eouipped  with  land  lino  coimunication  to  • 
the  Battalion  Operation  Cantor.  To  Ibrther  protect  the  aircraft,  a 
vehicle  mounted  prtrol  is  utilized  when  enemy  attacks  are  iianinent . 

The  patrol  vehicle  is  manned  by  a  throe  nan  crew,  one  of  which  is  an 
NCO  and  is  equipped  with  a  radio,  pedestal  mounted  M60  machinegiin 
with  a  coaxial!^  'iiounted  search  ll(|st,  signal  oiid  iUuroinrtion  fl'  res, 
and  individual  weapons. 

J.  (C)  Operations  and  Training. 

(1)  Operations. 

(a)  During  the  reported  period,  the  11th  Conbat  Avfation  Battalion 
supported  the  following  major  allied  forces:  1st  Infrntiy  Division,  9th 
Infantry  Division,  25th  Infantry  Division,  11th  Amored  Cavalry  Regiment, 
Capital  Military  Assistance  Command  and  the  I99th  Li^t  Inf. ant ry  Brigr.de, 
bltancnts  of  these  forces  were  participr.ting  in  Operntion  Toan  Thang  II. 

(b)  Operation  Tof;n  Thf.ng  II  commenced  3  June  1968  and  continues 
at  present.  At  the  close  of  the  reported  period  tht  11th  Combat  Avia¬ 
tion  Battalion  had  flown  100,389  sorties  in  31*031  aircraft  flying 
hours.  The  units  transported  a  total  of  2Cl,349  passengers  and  24*598 
tons  of  cargo  in  support  of  the  operation. 

(c)  The  11th  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion's  Pathfinder  DetnchTOnt 
was  used  extensively  throughout  the  imported  period,  '^hs  Pathfinders 
were  utilized  during  all  ni^t  airmobile  assaults  and  on  all  CH-47 
missions  which  consisted  of  three  or  more  sorties.  During  this  report¬ 
ed  period,  the  11th  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinders  participated 
in  19  airmobile  assault  missions  rjid  414  CH-47  missions.  They  assisted 
in  moving  11,768  passengers  and  4*834  tons  of  cargo.  In  addition  to 
this  heavy  work  load*  the  Pathfinders  also  instructed  supported  units 
in  proper  rigging  techniques,  procedures  for  inspecting  aeri.'^!  delivery 
equipraent  to  determine  seirvicr.bility,  and  conducted  a  comprehensive 
training  program  for  the  1st  Aviation  Eatt alien's  Pathfinder  Detach¬ 
ment.  This  was  accon^)lished  evtn  thouj^  the  detachment  was  below  75 
percent  strength  throughout  the  period. 

(2)  Training. 

(a)  Specialized  and  refresher  tralrrlng  in  helicopter  airframes 
(UH-lB,  C,  D,  and  CH-47A)  and  turbine  engines  (T-53*  T-53*L-1*  T-55 
and  T,-63  )  offered  by  the  ,.nny  Aviation  Refreslicr  Training  School 
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(A/.UTS)  continued  to  lUrnish  the  bfttialion  with  exceptional  maintenance 
personnel,  a  technical  supply  course  was  also  offered  for  batt.alion 
personnel  by  jJJtTS.  During  this  reported  ixriod  the  battalion  filled 
five  allocations  to  the  UH-1  airframe  course,  three  allocations  to  the  * 
CH-47A  tairframo  course,  two  allocations  to  the  T-53  engine  course,  five 
allocations  to  the  T-55  engine  course,  and  two  allocations  to  the  tech¬ 
nical  supply  course, 

(b)  The  WDU  4A/A,  20  grain  flechetto  wai+iend  for  the  2.75"  FFi^R 
MLS  introduced  to  the  11th  Conbat  Aviation  Battalion  diring  the  roport- 
•d  pt^riod.  An  orientation  and  firing  demonstration  was  conduct-  d  for 
selacted  members  of  all  11th  Combat  aviation  Rattalion  armed  helicopter 
pla.toons  on  2A-26  September  1968.  This  instruction  was  followed  by  a 
visit  to  the  11th  Cccibiat  Aviation  Battalion  by  the  Flechette  Ilevj  .<^uip- 
ment  Training  Team  (NLTT)  on  1-3  October  1968.  During  th-  ir  stay,  the 
METT  conducted  a  two  hour  block  of  instruction  for  each  of  the  assault 
helicopter  companies  assigned  to  the  11th  Conbat  i.viation  Battalion. 

(c)  An  orientation  program  has  been  established  by  tne  12th  Com- 

br.t  Aviation  Group  to  familiarize  Battalion  Operations  Center  (DOC) 
duty  officers  with  the  problems  encounterer!  by  the  II  FFV  army  Aviation 
Element  and  promote  a  better  understanding  of  the  proceidures  em¬ 

ployed  in  solving  these  problems  at  Group  1-jvel.  The  jirogram  consists 
of  a  24  hour  visit  to  for  each  assigned  BOC  duty  officer.  To  date, 
only  one  of  BOC  duty  officers  has  participated  in  this  program.  Ho 
reported  that  tho  program  was  very  enlightening  and  scjrvus  the  pirposc 
intended.  As  a  result,  a  smoother  working  relationship  has  been  esteb- 
lished  with  AAE, 

(d)  At  the  request  of  the  1st  Aviation  Rattalion,  1st  Infantr^’^  Divi¬ 
sion,  a  courtesy  pathfinder  training  program  has  been  initiated  by  the 
11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion's  Pathfinder  Detachment,  Members  of  the 
1st  iivlation  Battalion's  Pathfinder  Detachment  accompany  11th  Conbat 
Aviation  Battalion  pathfinders  on  missions  in  which  pathfinders  uro 
employed.  Tho  training  is  primarily'  directed  toward: 

J,  Inspection  of  rigging  equipment  to  determine  serviceability 
by  detecting  dry  rot,  fraying  and  other  signs  of  matcri.''l  failure. 

2  Proper  rigging  techniques  for  all  types  of  CH-47  loads. 

2  Conduct  of  artillery  operations  utilizing  CH-47  helicopters. 

^  Pick-up  and  landing  zone  operations  during  airmobile  operations. 

The  ultimate  objective  of  this  program  is  to  substantially  reduce  the 
number  of  dropped  loads  within  the  1st  Inft  ntiy  Division  a.nd  promote 
A  more  efficient  utilization  of  CH-47  helicopters. 
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AVGC-AC  13  Hovfcmber  1968 

SUBJECT:  OKU  for  Period  Ending  31  Oct  68,  RCS  GSFOI(-65  (Hi)  (U) 

(e)  During  the  reported  period  an  orientation  progrcxa.  was  initiated 
to  famillariBe  Hpyol  Australian  Anny  pilots  with  the  tecimiques  and  pro¬ 
cedures  on^loyed  by  the  United  States  i.noy  on  al mobile  assaults.  2LT 
William  A.  Heron,  I6l8t  (Independent)  Reconnaissance  Flight  visited  the  / 
11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  dirlng  the  month  of  October.  Ho  spent 
his  first  week  with  the  Battalion  Operations  Center  (BOC)  in  order  to 
develop  a  general  understanding  of  the  overall  employm«ait  of  the  batta¬ 
lion  and  how  mission  assignments  are  made  to  subordinate  units.  The 
next  two  weeks,  he  spent  with  the  l62nd  Assault  Kclicopt,or  Company, 
observing  combat  assAults  from  the  Comm;  nd  and  Control  -■'ircraft.  This 
orientation  training  included  basic  armed  and  troop  carrying  helicop¬ 
ter  tactics  r.s  well  as  transition  training  in  the  lIH-1  scries  heli¬ 
copters.  Ibe  fia*'!  week  of  Lieutenant  Heron's  stay  was  with  the  2l3th 
Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company  observing  CH-A7  missions. 

k.  (U)  Logistics.  During  the  reported  period  there  have  been  no 
changes  in  the  mission  or  operation  of  the  Battalion  S4  section. 

l.  (U)  Maintenance. 

( 1 )  During  the  reported  period,  the  battalion  expv;riunced  an  in¬ 
crease  in  total  flying  hours  and  a  higher  flying  hour  average  per  UH-1 
and  CH-47  aircraft  than  in  previous  reporting  pt^riods.  Battalion  units 
had  assigned  an  average  of  twenty-three  UH-1B  and  C  aircraft  averaging 
71.8  flying  hours  each  per  month,  fifty-eight  UH-lD  and  H  aircraft 
averaging  134«5  hours  each  per  month,  and  fifteen  CH-47  aircraft  which 
averaged  88.9  hours  each  per  month. 

(2)  The  assault  helicopter  canpanles  retrograded  twenty-four  UH-1 
aircraft  and  received  twenty-eight  UH-1  repl' cement  aircir.ft  during  the 
reported  period.  The  assault  suRJort  helicopter  comoany  retrograded 
throe  CH-^7  aircraft  and  received  four  CH-47  replacement  aircraft.  At 
the  end  of  this  period,  the  11th  Combat  i.viation  Erttalion  was  short 

a  total  of  twelve  UH-ID/H  and  one  CH-47  aircraft, 

(3)  Twenty-one  S-ifety  of  Flight  Inspections,  ten  UK-1  .'.nri  eleven 
CH-47,  were  performed  during  the  period  »diich  resulted  in  temporaiy 
grounding  of  the  r ircraft.  These  inspections  were  completed  without 
adverse  effect  on  operational  commitments. 

(4)  One  UH-lD,  two  UH-1H  and  one  CH-47  aircraft  rerarin  to  be  re¬ 
trofitted  under  the  ZYR  program.  The  ZYS  addition  to  the  ZYR  is  pro¬ 
gressing  with  two  UH-1B,  eleven  UH-1C,  four  UH-lD,  two  UH-IH  and  six 
CH^7  aircraft  remaining  to  be  retrofitted. 
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AVGC-aC  13  JioveiriDor  1968 

SUBJECT;  ORLL  for  Period  Eneinf;  31  Oct  68,  RCS  CSFUR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

m.  (U)  Aviation  Srfety.  During  the  reported  period,  a  aur.rterly 
safety  inspection  was  conducted  throughout  the  units  of  the  11th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion.  The  major  areas  of  interest  were; 

/ 

(1)  Aircraft  pr.rking  areas. 

(2)  Aircraft  maintenance  areas. 

(3)  Motor  jjools. 

(4)  Billeting  areas. 

i.ll  units  passed  the  inspection  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

n.  (U)  Medical. 

(1)  During  the  reported  period  the  mission  and  orgrnization  of  the 
medical  section  have  remained  unchanged,  except  for  the  roolaceneiit  of 
one  bp.sic  medic  (MOS  9lal0)  by  a  Vietnamese  hatlcnal  nurse  und^n’  the 
Civilianizotion  Program  Six. 

(2)  Beginning  1  December  1968,  all  battr  lion  medical  units  are  to 
be  reorganized  under  an  expermental  TOE  which  will  consist  of  a  head¬ 
quarters  section  and  two  or  more  det;  chments.  The  headquarters  section 
will  consist  of  one  fli^t  surgeon,  one  X-ray  technician,  one  liboritoiy 
teclmician,  one  administration  specialist,  one  medical  records  specia¬ 
list  and  an  NCOIC.  Each  detachment  will  have  one  flight  surgeon,  four 
medics  and  an  RCOIC.  An  evaluation  of  the  experimental  iOE  will  be 
included  in  the  next  Uperatioail  Report. 

0.  (u)  Religious  and  Personal  Services.-  See  Inclosure  6. 

p.  (U)  Civic  Action.  The  following  is  a  sumnary  of  Civic  Action 
activities  during  the  reported  period; 

(1)  Food  and  clothing  were  donated  to  the  Lai  Thieu  Deaf  and  Dumb 
School  by  Headquf  rters  and  Keadouarters  Detachment,  11th  Comb/ 1  aviation 
Battalion. 

(2)  The  213th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Companj'-  has  done  an  out¬ 
standing  Job  in  support  of  the  St.  Joseph  Leprosarium  by  obtaining  food 
and  clothing  from  US  citizens  and  organizations  to  help  these  needy 
people . 

(3)  The  173rd  Assault  Helicopter  Company  continues  to  support 

the  elementary  school  that  was  built  by  the  unit  at  Lai  Khe,  The 

school's  current  enrollment  is  106  pupils. 
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AVOC-AC  13  Novanber  1968 

SI.IBJECT;  ORLL  for  P«riod  Lncling  31  ^ct  68,  KCS  (:3Folc-65  (Kl)  (U) 

2.  (C)  Section  2.  Loasons  Learnadt  Comni nders * s  Obseirvr.tlon.  Evaluation 

and  Recoanendations . 

a.  (U)  Personnel.  None.  ' 

b.  (C)  Operations . 

Item;  Dropped  Loads, 

(1)  Observation':  An  analysis  conducted  by  the  213th  Assault  Support 
Helicopter  Company  indicates  that  48  percent  of  the  dropped  loads  arc 
caused  by  rigging  equipnent  failure, 

(2)  Evaluation;  Aerial  delivery  slings  arc  subject  to  varying 
climatic  extremes  in  Vietnam  vdiich  range  from  daily  saturr.tion  during 
the  monsoon  season  to  intense  heat  and  dust  during  the  dry  season. 

These  conditions  serve  to  shorten  the  service  life  of  rigging  equip¬ 
ment,  Two  loop  slings  become  unaccopttable  for  CH-A7  loads  in  a  very 
short  time  when  subjected  to  these  extreme  cliiirtic  conditions, 

(3)  Recommenda  t  ions ; 

(a)  All  CH-47  loads  be  rigged  with  three  loop  slings  or  double  two 
loop  slings  only, 

(b)  During  the  monsoon  season,  the  service  life  of  all  sling  equip¬ 
ment  should  be  reduced  from  six  (6)  to  three  (3)  months, 

c.  (C)  Training . 

Item;  Dual  Helirat  Fire  Control  System  and  Modified  M-5  Sitting 
System, 

( 1 )  Observation;  Both  the  dual  helmet  fire  control  system  and  the 
modified  M-5  sighting  system  were  tested  by  the  11th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion.  The  dual  helmet  fire  control  system  consists  of  two  helmets 
equipped  with  Illuminated  reticles,  mechanical  lintege  and  electronic 
connections  (to  include  lead-angle  compensator).  This  system  is  cap-ible 
of  firing  the  M-21  weapons  system.  The  modified  M-5  sij^ting  system 
consists  of  a  standard  M-5  si^t  into  which  a  seven  power  monocular  has 
been  placed  and  affixed  to  a  gyro-stabilized  lens.  This  sight  is  cap¬ 
able  of  firing  the  M-5  weapons  system, 

(2)  Evaluation;  The  dual  helmet  fire  control  system  is  a  vast  im¬ 
provement  over  the  present  M-6  sight.  The  du'’^!  helmet  sighting  system 
with  the  lead-angle  compensator  is  extremely  accurate  and  allows  either 
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iiVGCW»C  13  November  i960 

SUBJliCT;  ORLL  for  Period  Lnding  31  Oct  68,  RCS  CSFuL-65  (Rl)  (lO 

pilot  to  engp.ge  tariseta;  therefore,  tr.rgets  which  ''.le  off  the  planned  fir¬ 
ing  axis  may  be  engaged  much  faster  and  with  greater  prob'vbility  of  achie¬ 
ving  first  round  hits.  The  modified  H-5  sight,  vdth  its  seven  power  mr.gni- 
ficntion  and  the'  lead  angle  compensator,  permits  target  detection  at  an 
incro.ased  range.  The  gyro-stabilized  lens  ellminr.tes  much  of  the  "target 
bounce",  permitting  greater  accuracy.  When  attempt iiig  to  fire  off  axis 
with  the  modified  M-5  si^t,  the  same  limitations,  mechanical  stops  and 
blocked  vision  problems  are  prevalent  as  in  the  current  M-5  sight. 

(3)  Hecomroendations ; 

(a)  All  UH-1  gunships  which  are  presently  eouipped  with  the  M-6  sight 
be  converted  to  the  <kial  helmet  fire  control  system  at  the  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  date. 


(b)  The  modified  M-5  sight  does  not  incorporate  sufficient  Improvements 
over  the  present  system  to  reconnend  its  acceptance  into  the  Army  Inventory. 

d,  (U)  Intelligence,  None. 

e,  (U)  Logistics.  None. 

f.  (U)  Organization.  None. 

g.  (U)  itircraft  Maintenance.  None. 

3»  (U)  Section  3.  Headquarters.  Department  of  thie  <.imy  Survey  Infoi>- 

roation. 


None. 


.v'' 
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214th  Cbt  iivn  Bn 
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3-CG,  USARV 
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AVGC-SC  (13  Not  68)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT  I  Opsrsltlon  Rsport  of  ths  11th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Parlod  Biding  31  Octobar  1968,  RCS  CSFOR  -  65  (RI)  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  12111  COMBAT  AVIATION  GROUP,  AFO  96266  20  Ibvember  1968 

TOt  Oonaandlng  Gansral,  II  FIELD  FORCE  VIETNAM,  ATTNt  AVFBC-RE-H,  AFO  96266 

1.  In  oompUanca  with  AR  525-15  and  USARV  Regulation  525-15>  two  (2)  copies 

of  subject  report  are  forwarded.  ' 

2.  Concui*  with  all  conments  and  recomaendatlons. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDERt 


Captain,  Infantry 
Asst  Adjutant 


XI 


▲Tno-n-l  (13  Jot  6a)  2aAJaA 

SUBJlOTi  O^ptmtioaal  Boport  of  ttao  11th  Ooriiat  Ariation  Battalion  for 
Bwiod  ftidiBc  31  Ootobor  1968,  BC8  CSlOB  -  63  (fil)  (U) 

Oi,  BQ  IZ  IfOBOir,  ABO  Ion  Inaoiaeo  96266  4  OEC 1968 

TBBUt  Co— ndinf  Otoaral,  lot  Ariation  Brlgada,  AfIVt  AVBA-C,  AFO  963^7 

Co— ndiac  OoBoral,  CB  Angr  Tiatnaa,  ATIIt  AVHOC-BH,  AFO  96373 

Co— ndtr-lB-Chlof,  1»  Axagr  ^iflo,  ATIRt  OFOP-OT,  AFO  96338 

TOi  Aaaistant  Ohiof  of  Btaff  for  foroo  Bttolopaont,  Bopartoent  of  the 
Aangr,  WaahiAftait  9«C«  20310 

1*  aobjoot  report  io  forwarded* 

2*  Thie  headquartera  baa  rewlewed  and  oonoura  with  the  Operational  Report- 
Leaaona  Learned  of  the  11th  Ooidwt  Awiation  Battalion  for  period  ending 
31  Ootober  1966* 

fOB  TBS  COMIiBIDt 


Aim  AQ 


U 


.  CONFIDENTIAL 


Am-C  (13  l«(V  M)  34  IM 

fUmCTt  Op«ratl«Ml  Btf^rt  «f  tk*  lltk  Caitet  4iriati«i  BatUllea  for 
Hri«4  Uiiag  31  tettter  19M,  ICt  OfiOI.45  (Al)  (U) 

BA,  MAWI41TI11,  IK  AnAnOi  BlOilB,  AlO  96344  1  1  DFC  1%8 

niVi  C— Ht  jOiatmi,  Oiltii  fU6»t  Axiqr  VUtBM,  ATHIs  AVHGC-OK, 
iN  96375 

CMMMrftr-iB-CkUf,  !hdte4  Itetftt  Ax^r  Vaelfle,  ATlMt  GVOP^, 

410  96558 

10s  AMlstMt  Ckltf  of  ttaff  ftr  r«ce«  D»sr«lepatBt,  OipartMBt  of  tlw 
izay,  HaihlBgt— ,  0«C*  20310 

1«  (U)  Ihix  kMd^xten  hu  nTlt«»4  this  npart,  eansldtrs  It  to  b« 

•da^ti  8b4  etacim  with  tht  ecBMato* 

2*  (G)  111*  f«ll0iniig  a441tl«Ml  caBMBts  bm  censld«Md  pcrtiMntt 

«•  PBragrapli  1b(2),  pag*  7«  All  1st  Arlstlen  Brigsds  issanlt  Bslleeptsx 
Ctapaalss  szs  bslsw  thslr  sutlisrlasd  ISi  UR-IO/H  fill*  is  slrersft  szs 
zsestvsd,  squltsbls  diatzilmtlM  is  asds  ts  issuzs  sll  osits  without  sp- 
szstisBsl  pzisrity  szs  fillsd  st  spprsKiastsly  ths  ssas  Iswsl* 


b*  Pszsgzspb  2b(3)(s),  psgs  9*  Ths  euzzsiit  rstsd  espscity  of  ths  P8C 
1670  two  loop  sliag  is  UOO  ponndt*  iiaes  sztszssl  loads  foz  CH-47  sir* 
craft  szs  soraslly  riggsd  to  ssKssd  6500  poocds,  ths  thzss  loop  or  doubls  two 

loop  sliag  wust  bs  wood* 


e*  Paragraph  2b(3)(b),  psgs  9*  91  55-450-11  tpscifiss  sis  assths  as 
ths  asrtaws  ssrrics  lifs  for  sir  dsliwsry  slisgs*  iliags  will  bs  turasd 
ia  throsgh  si^plj  cbsaasls  ssrlisr  thss  sis  asaths  whsa  it  is  dstszaiasd 
that  throogh  dsbsriorstisB  or  fair  wssr  sad  tsar,  ths  sliags  szs  as  loagsr 
aorwicoabls  for  ass  as  pzsseribsd  ia  Hf  55-450-11* 


d*  Paragraph  2e,  psgs  9*  A  rsport  of  ths  swslsstisa  esaductsd  by  tbs 
lltk  C4B  sa  ths  dual  hslast  firs  csatrol  syotsa  sad  ths  asdifisd  M5  sightiag 
oysosa  wss  ssbaittsd  to  10  IMilf*  Isport  zsf Isctsd  eoaclssisos  sad  rseoa- 
asadstioas  so  esatsiasd  ia  paragraph  2e(3)* 

3*  (V)  1  Xaeloowss  as  ststsd  oa  ths  1st  sad  2d  Xadorsoasau  is  ia  srror, 
sad  sh^d  hs  6  XaeUoszss* 


lOB  IB  QQiliiaUt 


l.fcIH:  S.  PETERS(B 
ILT.  AGO 
ASST  AU)  GEN 
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AVHQC-D6T  (13  Nov  68)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Optratlonal  Raport  of  tho  Uth  Coaabat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Pariod  Ending  31  Oetdbar  1968,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (HI)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARHT  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  2  7  DEC  ISCH 

TO:  Connandar  in  Chlaf,  Unitad  Stataa  Arajr,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  Thia  haadquartara  haa  raviawad  tha  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  tha  quartarlj  pariod  ending  31  Oetdber  1968  from  Headquarters,  11th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

2.  Ccnnants  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  eoncaming  dropped  loads,  page  9,  paragrai^  2b;  and 
3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2b:  Concur.  IM  55-‘450-ll  and  USAKV  Regulation 
725*'7  instructions  ware  written  expressly  for  use  of  three  loop  slings; 
however,  two  loop  slinga  may  be  used  in  lieu  of  three  loop  within  weight 
limitations.  This  substitution  is  required  since  it  will  be  March  1969 
before  USARV  will  raeaiva  all  tha  three  loop  slings  required.  TM  55-540-11 
lists  vary  specific  criteria  for  tha  storage,  inspection,  and  maintenance 
of  air  delivery  slings.  With  tha  mininua  precautions  taken,  slings  will 
remain  serviceable  for  six  months. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  dual  helmet  fire  control  system  and 
modified  H-5  sighting  aystem,  page  9,  paragraph  2e.  Concur.  This  head¬ 
quarters  forwarded  these  same  racosaiendatlons  in  an  evalvation  report  of 
the  Dual  Helmet  Sight  and  the  Modified  M-5  Sight  on  3  Decc-nc-r  1968. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


W.  C.  ARNTZ 
CPT,  AGO 
Assistant 


tant  Oeneral 
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GPOP-DT  (13  Nov  68)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJlCTt  Optrotional  laport  of  HQ»  11th  Cbt  Avn  Bn  for  Period  Ending 
31  October  1968,  ICS  C8POI-65  (11) 

HQ,  US  Aray,  Peclflc,  APO  San  Frenclaco  96558  1969 

TOi  Asaiatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developaent,  Depertaent  of  the 
Araj,  Waahlngton,  D.  C*  20310 

Thla  headquartera  haa  evaluated  aubjact  report  and  forwarding  Indoraa- 
aanta  and  concur a  In  the  report  aa  Indoraad. 

FOR  THI  CdMANDn  IN.  CHIEF: 

CPT,  AGC 
,AalAO 
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11th  Coabat  ATlatlon  Battalion 
nlxatlooal  Chart  and  Station  List 


A32nd  Med  Det  758th  Med  Det  759th  Med  Det 


11th  Coabat  ATlatlon  Battalion 
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NT  CONTROL  DATA  .RAD 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Hq,’llth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  Period 
Ending  31  October  196.8 (U) 


CO,  11th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
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OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 
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Security  dUnsihcatioR 


Th«  following  Ittns  art  racoBOMndad  for  inclusion  in  eha  Lossons  Ltsrntd 
Indax  t 

ITEM  1 

*  SUBJECT  HTLE 
irk  for  OT  RD  # 
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*  Subject  Title  t  A  short  (one  aentance  or  phrasa)  dascription  of  tha  itaa 
of  intarestt 


**  FOR  OT  RD  #  t  Appears  in  the  Reply  Reference  lins  of  the  better  of  Trans 
■Ittal.  This  nui^r  auat  ha  accurately  statad. 

I  That  paga  on  which  tha  item  of  interest  is  located. 
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